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Be jzet, in his own words, bethought Mm of the tempter,
" All these things will I give unto thee, if thou wilt fall
down and worship me."'

The King had written to his son in England that the
see of Canterbury should be restored to Becket, as it
was three months before his exile. But there were two
strong parties hostile to Becket: the King's officers
who held in sequestration the estates of the see, and
seem to have especially coveted the receipt of the
Michaelmas rents; and with these some of the fierce
warrior nobles, who held lands or castles which were
claimed as possessions of the Church of Canterbury.
Bandulph de Broc, his old inveterate enemy, was deter-
mined not to surrender his castle of Saltwood. It
was reported to Becket, by Becket represented to the
King, that De Broc had sworn that he would have
Becket's life before he had eaten a loaf of bread in
England. The castle of Eochester was held on the
same doubtful title by one of his enemies. The
second party was that of the bishops, which was
powerful, with a considerable body both of the clergy
and laity. They had sufficient influence to urge the
King's officers to take the strongest measures, lest the
Papal letters of excommunication should be introduced
into the kingdom.

It is, perhaps, vain to conjecture, how far, if Becket
had returned to England in the spirit of meekness, for-
giveness, and forbearance, not wielding the thunders of
excommunication, nor determined to trample on his
adversaries, and to exact the utmost even of his most
doubtful rights, he might have resumed his see, and
gradually won back the favour of the King, the respect
and love of the whole hierarchy, and all the legitimate
possessions of his church. But he came not in peace,